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Amersham

Conservatives support the principle 
of high speed rail, however Lord 
Adonis, Minister for Transport, has 
announced that he favours the route 
directly past  Amersham whilst only 
extending the line to the already 
well serviced Birmingham. 

A London-to-Scotland line with 
regional branches (travelling via 
the West Coast main line) would 
undoubtedly add value but this 
controversial route will leave a thick 
scar through the Chiltern countryside 
(see the ‘to-scale’ inset above – the 
thick red line is the proposed rail 
line) that would take trains through 
a tunnel from Little Chalfont to the 
far side of Amersham Old Town. 
Trains would then surface before 
re-entering a short tunnel at Hyde 

Heath and proceeding along the 413 
(Chesham side) to Wendover when it 
will travel along a 3000m viaduct to 
the West side of Aylesbury, before it 
travels on to Birmingham, through 
Oxfordshire and miles from Milton 
Keynes – so no connection there! 

Without the link to Scotland 
the government is planning 
to spend £30 billion to shave 
20 minutes o�  of the trip 
between Birmingham and London!

Theresa Villiers, Conservative Shadow 
Minister for Transport has already 
said that the Conservatives would 
not be accepting this route blindly, 
preferring to see better airport links 
and the extension to Scotland to 
add real value to the project.

Due to Labour’s recession, the 
longest and deepest since the 
war, we now need to help and 
invigorate our high streets.

Local Conservatives were delighted 
when the county and district councils 
both agreed that the case to leave Old 
Amersham parking arrangements alone 
was a good one and that the scheme was 
to be scrapped. You told Martin Phillips 

Bucks CC appointed a new roads 
contractor after the poor performance 
of the last. Before the change-over in 
summer 2009 we experienced the worst 
snow in 20 years, last February, adding to 
the long backlog requiring work.

Work on this backlog was reversed when 
this winter we su� ered the worst snow 
for 30 years which, once again, severely 
damaged the road surface. 

In order to speed up the repair work 
Conservatives authorised £2 million 
to be taken from our reserves – extra 
roads money that was opposed by the 
LibDems – and you will see the e� ects of 
this money in the weeks and months to 
come, including crucial work to Station 
Road that we have called for and been 
promised.

and Steven Adams during the county 
council election campaign that this was 
your top priority. 

The focus of parking charges has now 
moved to the Amersham-on-the-Hill 
proposals to introduce High Street 
parking charges.

Your local Conservative team lobbied 
hard to avoid this and hope to hear that 
these proposals will be dropped.

AMERSHAM PARKING PROPOSALS

WHAT ABOUT 
THE ROADS??

HIGH SPEED 
RAIL IN BUCKS
This Labour government has dealt another blow to the Chilterns 
with the route it has chosen for the new high speed rail project. THE LIBDEM VIEW

Liberal Democrat Transport 
Spokesman Norman Baker has said:

“I congratulate HZ on producing 
a route that, I think, minimises 
environmental damage while 
maximising the usefulness of the line.”

It will be interesting to see how the local 
LibDems square this national support 
for the route with local opposition ...

This Labour government has dealt another blow to the Chilterns 
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we can make life better for you please feel free to do so.
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CONTACT 
YOUR COUNCILLOR
If you would like to contact your local
Conservatives with any local issues or ideas 
on how we can make life better for you, 
please use any of the contact details below:

BUCKS COUNTY COUNCIL
Martin Phillips (also town councillor)
Tel: 433634
Email: martillips@aol.com

Steven Adams 
Tel: 07894 497 723
Email: info@stevenadams.co.uk
Web: www.stevenadams.co.uk

CHILTERN DISTRICT
Mimi Harker  
Tel:  728906
Email:   mimi.harker@btconnect.com

Philip Priestley 
Tel:  873521
Email:  lincolnuk@aol.com

Martin King (also town councillor)
Tel:  722758
Email:  martinjking8@hotmail.com

AMERSHAM TOWN
Amanda Lamont 
Tel:  432056
Email:  amandaalamont@aol.com

Michael Andrews-Reading 
Tel:  434095
Email:  mjcar@btinternet.com

Michael Lacey 
Tel:  722934

Howard Newton 
Tel:  728421
Email:  howard.h.newton@btinternet.com

Jeremy Fage 
Tel:  729889
Email:  j.fage@talktalk.net

Eamonn Flynn 
Tel:  721958
Email:  eamonn@thesaracensheadinn.com

Ros Aitken 
Tel:  724406
Email:  ros.aitken@btinternet.com

Dear Constituents,
The Labour Government’s  con� rmation 
that if returned to o�  ce they will 
drive the High Speed railway through 
the Chilterns has caused enormous 
concerns in our constituency.

The Conservatives have made it clear 
that they are not accepting the route and 
are the only party that have questioned 
the routing. In consultation with Theresa 
Villiers MP, our Shadow Transport 
Secretary, I have received her assurance 
that a Conservative Government will not 
let HS2’s report close down our options.

I have made it crystal clear to Lord 
Adonis, Labour’s Secretary of State 
for Transport, that the environmental 
impact of any route has to be properly 
assessed – again with the support 
of my Shadow Cabinet colleague.

Above all, the communities in 
Chesham & Amersham must be 
able to make their views known.

When I met Lord Adonis, I raised 
detailed questions about the impact 
of the project, on the commercial 
and � nancial liability, as well as  the 
examination of alternative routes.

The proposed route crosses the widest 
point of the Chilterns Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and I have asked for 
the detailed environmental impact 
studies. The Secretary of State says he 
will not produce these for us to examine 
until after the General Election.

In addition to asking about speci� c cases 
of hardship and what the compensation 
packages might be, I have also asked 
about the construction proposals, 
the number of workers who will be 
required and where it is proposed 
that they would be housed and the 
routes for construction vehicles.

I have a large series of meetings being 
arranged so that we can build a case for 
a better route. I will place all updates 
from my o�  ce on my website at www.
cherylgillan.co.uk and all constituents can 
let me know their views via a dedicated 
email address – gillanhs2chilterns@
cheshamandamershamconservatives.
co.uk.

Yours sincerely,

Cheryl Gillan MP
www.cherylgillan.co.uk

HIGH SPEED 
RAIL IN BUCKS


